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and if the hunters are successful the entrails of thfelinimal, or
the whole animal if it be not edible, are buried witl^he " thr
an chhe" in the grave, without waiting for the expij^sSBR?
month.

Unnatural deaths (" thichhia") are considered unlucky, and the
custom regarding the disposal of the corpse in such cases is
the same as among the Lushais. Memorial stones are not
generally put up by the Thados, but are occasionally found
among the Chhinchhuan, perhaps from their proximity to the
Lushais.

A man who has performed the Ai of a tiger is honoured with
a special memorial. Two posts, one some four feet long and the
other about three, carefully squared and with the four sides orna-
mented with transverse notches, are placed in the ground some
five or six feet apart. The longer post terminates in a spike,
on which are impaled several oval-shaped pieces of wood, which
indicate the number of animals killed by the deceased.
Between the posts and to one side a long pole is planted lean-
ing over between the posts, and from this hangs half a dried
gourd shell, convex side uppermost, from the rim of which hang
tassels of rough wooden beads, and from the centre hangs a
piece of wood 7 or 8 inches long, of which one end is forked and
the other a knob. This represents " thotche," a sort of rat
found in the jungle and said to be the master of the jungle.
If this animal is burnt in the jungle the " Thihla " of the place
will be angry and punish the persons responsible. Children
eat the flesh of the thotche. The posts are called " thingel"
and remind one of the memorial posts of the Chins, and the
be-tasselled gourd is a sign among those people that the owner
of the house before which it is displayed has killed a man.

A woman who has performed the Buh Ai is also honoured
with a special memorial, consisting of an upright stone some
three feet high, in front of which are placed three others
supporting a flat stone. A space of about four square yards in
front is enclosed by a line of stones set on edge, the whole of
the interior being planted with small stones, which are supposed
to show the number of baskets of rice reaped on the occasion of
the Ai. The feasts connected with the cultivation known by
the Lushais as " Kut" are not practised, but when the rice is